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——Honores, quos quieta republica, defperant, perturbata, confequi 
Se poffe arbitrantur. Cicero in L, Catalinam. 


AT UR D A Y, September 


: To the BRITON, 


T has generally been fuppofed that war was a 
misfortune to every country, particularly to a 
trading nation ; but, if we were to judge from 
the clamour which has been raifed, and the 
papers which have been lately oe in 
order to obftruct the progrefs of a negotiation 
for peace, we fhould conclude, that a ftate of 
perpetual hoftility, was the gréateft blefling 
which could happen to thefe kingdoms. To juflify this conclu- 
fion, we fhould take it for granted, that Great Britain overflowed, 
with a fuperfluity of wealth, which threatened a total corruption 
of manners ; and that war was the only effectual drain to carry, 
off this dangerous fuperabundance ; we fhould be perfuaded that 
our Lands, manufactures, and commerce, were over-ftocked with 
labourers, which mutt be.thinned and weeded by the fword; or 
that the people were grown too wanton and mutinoys for the re- 


ftraints of civil government, and a copious bleeding was required 
for the benefit of the conftitution, 
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Wuetner this was our fituation at the beginning of the war, 
it will be ncedlefs toenquire. Thofe who conducted it, feemed to 
be of that opinion, by the large evacuations they prefcribed. Our 
political doctors have proceeded upon the principles of Sangrado. 


4 ‘They have had recourfe to repeated bleedings, as if the plethora 
had-been inexhauttible ; and now (to ufe the phyficians phrafe) our 
difeafe is nalonger repletion, but inanition, We began the war 
a i with a national debt of cighty millions, which, in the latter end 
Egat of the lait century, was fuppofed to be double of what our com- 
fete) merce and induftry could bear; and in about feven or eight years 
ay! we have made fhift to contract an additional incumbrance, to the 


amount of fifty-five millions, befides having expended the ftand- 


i ) 4 ing revenue of the nation, including the land and malt-tax, as 
x oa) well asthe produce of the finking-fund; all which, at a mode- 
tega: rate computation, might be equal to the annual fum of five mil- 
oO : lions; the total of our expence therefore, in eight- years, falls not 
Ve | | {hort of ninety-five millions ; a fum fo enormous and difcoura- 
a ging to the lovers of their country, that one can hardly refrain 
pal | trom exclaiming with King Henry in the play, 
O Lord! take from them now 
The fenfe of reck’ning. 
i dh Ir pretty plainly appears then, that at the commencement of 
ued the war, we had no great overflow of riches; or, if this had 
8 | been the cafe, the inundation is now effectually reftrained within — 
Chat its former channel, and the ftream funk to fuch a low ebb, as 
I a 4 never was known inthis country.. Before this period, neither the 
al commerce of this, nor of any other country under the fun, was 


ever able to bear a load of taxes fufficient to defray the intereft of 
one hundred and thirty-five millions; much lefs fupport itfelf un- 
der any confiderable addition to this intolerable burthen, which 
muft be the confequence of the war’s being prolonged. With 
refpect to the diminution of our numbers, I fhall appeal to the 
common obfervation of every individual, whether fome parts of 
the country are not almoft depopulated, in order to recruit the ar- 
my, the navy, and the militia. I appeal to thofe few who have 
taken pains to inveftigate the fubject, whether the number of 
peaple in Great Britain, had not been continually decreafing fince 
the beginning of this century, even while the nation enjoyed a 
profound peace; fo that any body may judge in what proportion 
this deficiency muft have increafed fince the beginning of hofti- 
lities, and the profecution of one of the moft bloody wars that 
ever raged among the powers of Europe; a war which cannot 
have added lefs than forty thoufand to our annual expence of fer- 
viceable men. Indeed, the neceffary and unavoidable calamities 
of war, are fo obvious and fhocking, that we can hardly believe 
the fenfible and honeft part of any nation, would hefitate in em- 
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‘bracing ‘the firft opportunity of putting aftap to fuch inhuman 
‘violence. 

ly may be worth while therefore, toenquire who thofe people 
are who fo induftrioufly blow the coals of difcord. This is an of 
face that cannot be imputed to the landholders, who, of all others, 
{uftain the more immediate, and molt grievous preflure of the war, 
in being fubject to a heavy land-tax; the bankruptcy of tenants, 
and an increafing poor’s-rate, owing to a want of ferviceable hands, 
and a relaxation of induftry. Accordingly, the landed intereft in 
general, from the peer to the peafant, makes no {cruple of decla- 
ring their fentiments unanimoully in favour of peace. We cannot 
fuppofe this clamour is raifed by the ftock-holders, or creditors 
of the nation; becaufe the continuance of the war, muit aug- 
ment the debts of the public; and all the world knows, that the 
value of the mortgage, or ftrength of fecurity, diminithes in pro- 
portion to the increate of the debt for which that mortgage or fecu- 
rity is given, The truth of this affertion is proved by the daily 
flutuation of the ftocks, which now continue to rife and fall, as 
the profpect of peace is brought nearer, or removed to a greater 
diftance. Surely the merchants and traders of the kingdom can- 
not be advocates for the protraction of war, which throws fuch a 
variety of reftraints, clogs, and trammels upon commerce; fub- 
jecting them to the impofition of fevere duties, the grievance of 
prefling, the delay of convoy, the rifk of capture, and the exor- 
bitancy of infurance. Nor can we imagine that this cry is raifed 
ar propagated by thofe who haye any regard to the interefts of 
humanity; who fympathife with the diftrefs of the widows and 
the orphans whom this war hath made; who feel the lofs of their 
relations, friends, and fellow-citizens; and cannot without fhud- 
dering reflect, that there are five or fix hundred thoufand of their. 
fellow-creatures butchering one another, in different parts of Eu- 
rope and America. 

Ir this averfion to peace does not prevail among the land-hol- 
ders, the ftock-holders, the merchants, and manufacturers, upon 
whom all the induftrious and valuable part of the common people 
depend; nor finds a place in the hearts of thofe who retain the 


leaft regard to religion and humanity: we muft fearch for it. 


among the idle and the profligate, who have neither diligence nor, 
virtue to earn a fubfiftence in any calm, pacific courfe of life; 
among a fet of felfifh people who find their account in the war ; 
an iniquitous band of money-brokers, ufurers, contractors, and. 
dtock-jobbers, who prey upon the neceffity of their country, and 
fatten on her {poils, Thefe are joined by certain individuals in the 
public fervice, who facrifice every patriotic fentiment to the defirg 
of preferment: but thofe who raile their voices the highett in this, 
difcordant cry, are the vile hackneyed retainers to a defperate 
faction, aétuated by implacable malice, rancorous.envy, and guilty 


ambition. It is equal to them, whether their country enjoys. - 
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bleffings of peace, or groans under the calamities of war. They 
have no objection to the peace, but to the peace-makers, whom 
they have afperfed with every {pecies of defamation : but rather 
than the fs “a m-——y fhould have the honour to give peace to 
the nation, they would with to fee it not only proftrate beneath 
the victorious fword of external foes, but alfo involved in all the 
miferies of civil diffention, which they have endeavoured by the 
mott flagitious arts to excite. This they dare not——they cannot 
deny —the public have feen the ae efforts of their unexam- 

led malice and effrontery, levelled againft their S—n, his family 
and fervants—The public has feen them convicted of repeated 
falfhood; has feen their fcurrility defpifed, and their flanders re- 
futed; and if their names and characters fhould be preferved be- 
yond the prefent time, pofterity, uninfluenced by prejudice or 
faction, will unanimoufly declare that this, of all oppofitions, is 
the moft unreafonable, and they, of all oppofers, are the moft il- 
liberal and unworthy. 

Try will no doubt exclaim, that they are no enemies to a good 
peace; but think it incumbent upon them to oppofe fuch terms as 
may be difadvantageous or difhonourable to the nation. I pre- 
tend not to know the {tate of the negotiation which is now upon 
the carpet: but, I take it for granted, that their intelligence is as 
limited and imperfect as mine; and that they found their objec- 
tions on certain conjectural conditions, which have been handed 
about among the private politicians of this metropolis. By thefe 
then it appears, that the French have not only granted every thing 
which the late M—r demanded in the laft negotiation, but even en- 
larged their condefcenfion beyond what he required. Whatthen, 
fhall one M—r be extolled for prefcribing articles which the ene- 
my rejected, and for redoubling the horrors of war; and ano- 
ther be reviled for compelling the enemy to accept thofe very 
terms they had before refufed, and evento make further concef- 
fions; for quenching the dreadful flames of war, and retrieving to 
his fellow fubjects the bleflings of fecurity and peace? for thame! 
Let not fuch an inftance of ingratitude, prejudice, and infatuation, 
rife up againft us, left we become a reproach among the nations, 
and difcourage future M——rs from exerting their endeavours for 
the benefit of the commonwealth. 

I Know it is alledged, that fince the period I have mentioned, 
we have made a conqueit of Martinique, which gives us a right 
to- rife in our demands: but, we ought alfo to conlider, that fince 
tlie lait negotiation, we have added confiderably to the public debt; 
we have two powerful nations inftead of one, to cope with; and 
we are faddled with the protection of Portugal, which makes a 
very confiderable addition to the expence of the war. Notwith- 
ftanding thefe circumftances, which fo ftrongly preponderate 
againit us, we have rifen in our demands, and acquired fubftan- 
tial advantages by the treaty: we have retained the fruitful ifland 
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Granada and the Granadilloes; we have fecured three out of the 

four neutral iflands; we have retained Senegal on the coatt of 
Atrica, and extended our pofieflions in America to the banks of 
the river Mithflippi. Had we expelled the French from Louifiana, 

the peace, no doubt, would have been more advantageous, durable 

and fecure; and that we have not carried our fuccefs to this happy 

itlue, is entirely owing to the conduct of that M—r, who (hame- 

fully neglected that important object, ata time when it might 

have been ealily accomplifhed, and this whole country fubdued 

without refittance ; who diverted the principle channel of the war 

to the plains of Weltphalia, and filled it fo profufely ia favour of 

aliens, that wecan no longer fupply the other ftreams.that ought 

to flow for our own benefit. 

THe prefumption of our having taken the Havanna, affords an- 
other fource of exclamation again{t the peace; and indeed, if our 
defign were to conquer the whole Spanith Weit-Indies, the pof- 
teflion of Cuba would be a contiderable itep towards the execution 
of thatfcheme. But, this is an idea too ridiculoufly chimerical 
and all that we can expect in return for reftoring this conquett, are 
certain commercial advantages which may be equivalent to fuch a 
facrifice. Even thefe, it feems, are already ftipulated. Spain will 
relinguith all title to the fithery on the banks of Newfoundland : 
fhe will confirm our privilege of cutting logwood in the bay of 
Honduras, and acquiefce in our trading tothe Mufgueto thore ; 
points which have formed a perpetual bone of contention between 
the two nations; about which we have negotiated and quarrelled 
alternately above a whole century, to the great interruption of 
commerce, and the grievous annoyance of our navigators in the 
seas of America. 

On the whole, I earneftly exhort my fellow-fubjects to lay afide 
pigue and prejudice, and before they join in this cabal againft the 
peace, ferioufly revolve the following confiderations, Let them 
reflect that the kingdom is already exhaufted of men and money, 
chiefly by the mifconduéct of a M—r who hath wantonly plunged 
us into a G—n war, that cofts us above fix millions yearly, remitted 
in fpecie toa country from whence it never returns; a fum conlide- 
rably greater than that which refults from the annual profits of our 
whole commerce: that, over and above this fatal fluice, which of 
itfelf, would infallibly drain us to the bottom, we are obliged to 
pay the intereft of one hundred and thirty-fix millions, an enor- 
mous burden which is daily increafing: we are moreover fubject 
to the incredible expence of aland and fea war, maintained againft 
the two moft formidable powers in Europe; and under the necef- 
fity of fupporting our allies of Portugal, altho’ the lofs of our 
trade with Spain hath confiderably diminifhed ourrclources. Thefe 
circumftances being duly confidered, it will appear, that the con 
tinuance of the war muft be attended with milery and diftrefs to 
the nation in general, even tho’ we fhould proceed from one con= 


queft to another, until we are undone by our fuccels. , ' 
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An indifferent peace therefore, would feem to be a neceffary 
refpite from calamities that can fcarce be borne ; then, how much 
more eligible muft an honourable accommodation appear! That 
the terms fuppofed to be ftipulated are honourable, fate, and ad- 
vantageous, I believe no honeft and intelligent Briton will deny, 
when he confiders, that the original intent of the war, the fecurity 
of our American colonies is, if not wholly, at leaft in a great mea- 
fure, accomplithed by the entire conqueft of Canada, and the de- 
molition of Louifbourg in the ifland of Cape Breton; that by thete 
conquefts, Great Britain has gained a valuable and immenfe acqui- 
fition of territory, and engrofled the whole Indian trade of that 
vaft continent, which may, if properly managed, open inexhauf- 
tible fources of wealth to thefe kingdoms: that by retaining Sene- 
gal, fhe remains miftrefs of the gum trade, by which the lays un- 
der contribution other nations, to whom fhe formerly paid con- 
fiderable fums for this commodity: that fhe acquires peaceable 
poffeffion of divers fruitful iflands; eftablifhes a right to a free 
traffic in the bay of Honduras, and all along the Mufquito fhore ; 
retrieves the important ifland of Minorca; obliges the enemy to 
withdraw their armies from Germany; to evacuate Cleves, de- 
molifh the fortifications of Dunkirk, and to abandon Nieuport 
and Oftend: that as the French marine cannot be re-eftablifhed 
for a great length of time, that reftlefs nation will find it their in- 
teref{t to be quiet for a good number of years, during which we 
may cultivate every branch of commerce with peculiar advantages, 
and eftablith fome falutary fyftem for diminifhing the national 
debt; or, if our ambitious neighbours fhould be rafh enough to 
give us any difquict, before they are in a condition to abide the con- 
fequences, we may refume the rod of chaftifement, unencum- 
bered by that intolerable G—n connexion, which now hangs like 
a dead weight about the neck of our country. 

THeEseE premifes being duly confidered, 1 would afk my, fober 
fellow-citizen whether he thinks it more eligible to profecute the 
trade of death and defolation, at the hazard of bankruptcy and 
ruin to his country ; or puta ftop to the miferies of mankind, and 
enjoy the benefits of fuch an equitable peace; a peace which is 
not fuggefted by any favourite, or impofed by any diétator in the 
ftate ; but planned by a patriot-king, whofe chief aim is the hap- 
pinefs of his people; fairly and openly propofed, freely and fully 
examined; and unanimoufly approved by the members of a 
C——l, compofed of the firft, the beft, the wealthieft, and the 
wifeft men of the nation. lam, Sir, — 

Your humble fervant, 
MILO. 
( Zo be continued. ) 


ERRATUM. In our laft Number, page 92, 1. 22, for Mons facra, read Mons facer. 
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